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HONORING DORIS ‘‘JILL’’ CARSON 

HON. H. MORGAN GRIFFITH 
OF VIRGINIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. GRIFFITH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor the life of Doris ‘‘Jill’’ Carson, of Pen-
nington Gap, Virginia. A native Bostonian, 
Mrs. Carson was a beloved figure in the Pen-
nington Gap community since moving to the 
town in 1986. 

An active member of her Pennington Gap 
community, Mrs. Carson served as a Member 
of the Town Council since 2014, the first Afri-
can American woman to hold the office, and 
as Vice Mayor since 2019. Shortly before her 
passing, she was elected as the President of 
the Virginia Municipal League. She spent 
many years volunteering for the Lee High 
School guidance department, assisting stu-
dents with college applications. She also 
served as a member of the Wells Chapel 
Church choir. 

Known for her skilled community organizing 
and engagement work, Mrs. Carson dedicated 
her life to raising the voices of the unheard. 
As a community organizer, she was involved 
in several matters, including the reformation of 
the jury selection process in Lee County, the 
restoration of voting rights to nonviolent felons 
in Virginia, and the reopening of Lee County’s 
only hospital. 

She, along with her husband Ron, co-found-
ed the Appalachian African American Cultural 
Center in Pennington Gap, to highlight the ex-
periences and history of African Americans in 
Lee County. They collected oral histories from 
Black residents in rural Appalachia, while also 
hosting seminars on racism and oppression. 

Mrs. Carson is survived by her husband of 
45 years, Ron Carson, and two children Kevin 
and wife Jacintha Carson (Alexandria, VA) 
and Alexis and husband Mark Perkins (Bristol, 
VA). Additionally, two precious granddaughters 
Zara and Mya Carson, sister Jackie Barrows 
and husband Anthony, special niece and 
nephew Tracey Stanley and Troy Johnson, 
mother-in-law Shirley Taylor, uncle Roy Car-
son and cousin April Matthews. I offer them 
my condolences on their loss. 

She leaves behind a lasting legacy in 
Southwest Virginia and, her presence and 
friendship will be greatly missed. 
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RECOGNIZING CHERYL MOORE FOR 
HER RETIREMENT FROM A CA-
REER OF SERVICE TO THE RESI-
DENTS OF CENTRAL FLORIDA 

HON. BILL POSEY 
OF FLORIDA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. POSEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
recognize Cheryl Moore, a true servant-leader 
who is retiring this month after forty years of 
service to the residents and communities 
across Central Florida and Florida’s Space 
Coast. 

For the last 13 years Cheryl has been a 
cherished member of my staff, serving as Di-
rector of Community Relations covering North 
Brevard and Orange County and assisting 
constituents all over the District resolve com-

plex cases involving federal agencies like the 
IRS, OPM, Postal Service, veterans’ benefits, 
and Medicare to name a few. 

Cheryl began her public service career in 
1984 as a member of the Orange County 
Code Enforcement Board, a position she held 
for eight years. Cheryl would go on to make 
significant contributions to the state legislature, 
serving as Chief Legislative Aide to State Rep-
resentative Tom Feeney and later State Sen-
ator John Ostalkiewcz. Cheryl even worked as 
a staff member in the State Redistricting Of-
fice, helping oversee the operation to draw 
new State Legislature and Congressional Dis-
tricts. In 2000, she returned to the Florida 
House as top aide to then-Florida House 
Speaker Feeney, and upon his successful 
election to Congress, served as his District Di-
rector from 2002 to 2008. Before joining the 
8th Congressional District staff, Cheryl served 
in the same role for Congresswoman Sandy 
Adams. 

Cheryl is known as a trailblazer for women 
and a legend in her industry, often setting the 
standard for professional and effective public 
service. Throughout her career Cheryl was 
recognized with the President’s Award from 
the Orange County Sheriffs Office, the Semi-
nole County Sheriffs Office Legislative Award 
and the Orange County Sheriffs Award for 
‘‘Exceptional Leadership’’ for restoring the 
special risk assessment for law enforcement 
to 3 percent. However, what Cheryl is truly 
known for is her caring servant’s heart and the 
difference she has made in the lives of so 
many. 

I ask my colleagues to join me in congratu-
lating Cheryl Moore on her long and distin-
guished service and wishing her all the best in 
this next chapter of her life. 
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HONORING HIRAM ARCHER, THE 
FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN 
GRADUATE OF OLIVET COLLEGE 

HON. ELISSA SLOTKIN 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Monday, February 27, 2023 

Ms. SLOTKIN. Mr. Speaker, today I rise to 
honor one of the first African American college 
athletes and scholars who paved the way for 
students of color across the state of Michigan 
and this Nation. 

Hiram Archer was the first student of color 
to be officially documented as a graduate of 
Olivet College, located in Eaton County, in 
Michigan’s 7th Congressional District. He at-
tended Olivet from 1888 through 1904, and 
played on the school’s varsity baseball team, 
making him one of the first ten Black athletes 
in the nation to play intercollegiate sports. 
While a student at Olivet, Archer was active in 
music and other creative endeavors. A gifted 
public speaker, Archer won several oratory 
and debate contests, and spoke at prominent 
events including the inauguration of College 
President William G. Sperry in 1893. The 
school considers him to be a model represent-
ative of both the history and the future goals 
for students of color at Olivet College. 

Archer remained at Olivet to complete his 
Master’s degree in science, and went on to 
earn a doctorate. He went on to serve in lead-
ership positions at several academic institu-
tions, including Director of Science and Assist-

ant Principal in the Agricultural and Mechan-
ical College in Normal, Alabama, which is 
today known as Alabama A & M University. 
He finished his career with the Smithsonian In-
stitution in Washington, D.C. as a nationally- 
recognized scientist. Archer passed away in 
1945 having made Olivet College and the 
state of Michigan proud. His alma mater says 
Archer’s life’s work is a testament to Olivet 
College’ academic vision: Education for Indi-
vidual and Social Responsibility. 

According to Olivet’s current President, Dr. 
Steven M. Corey, Archer’s successes were 
extraordinary for anyone, but for an African 
American in the late 1800s, they were truly 
groundbreaking and added much to the rich 
Black history that has shaped the college and 
this country. Dr. Corey says he is proud that 
Hiram Archer is an Olivet College alumnus 
and left such an incredible legacy. 

Today, his legacy lives on at Olivet College, 
with the Hiram Archer Student Success Acad-
emy, a mentorship and support group for stu-
dents of color on campus. I ask that he be for-
ever remembered for his pioneering contribu-
tions to the great state of Michigan. 
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RECOGNIZING LIEUTENANT 
COLONEL JOHN DARR 

HON. SANFORD D. BISHOP, JR. 
OF GEORGIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
Monday, February 27, 2023 

Mr. BISHOP of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to honor a loving husband, dedicated fa-
ther, seasoned law enforcement executive, 
dear friend of longstanding to my wife Vivian 
and me, Lieutenant Colonel John Darr. An 
event celebrating his remarkable career in law 
enforcement was held on Thursday, February 
23 at the Saint Luke Ministry Center in Colum-
bus, Georgia. 

The journey of Lieutenant Colonel Darr 
began in Fort Benning, Georgia. He attended 
Hardaway High School and Columbus State 
University. 

Lieutenant Colonel Darr began his career 
with Muscogee County Sheriffs Office in 1988 
serving in a variety of bureaus to include The 
Fugitive Apprehension Bureau, The Jail Bu-
reau, Patrol Bureau, Court Bureau, and Inves-
tigative Bureau. 

Because of his vast experience and his 
penchant for service, Lieutenant Colonel Darr 
ran for and was elected Sheriff of Muscogee 
County in 2008. He was subsequently re-
elected in 2012. During his tenure as Sheriff, 
Lieutenant Colonel Darr was a visionary lead-
er who organized various community outreach 
programs. One of the first programs that he 
initiated was a program called project life-
saver. This program was the first of its kind in 
Muscogee County. 

The program provided tracking bands to 
families of program individuals with cognitive 
disabilities to Autism and Alzheimer’s. A com-
passionate community servant, Lt. Col. Darr 
helped to secure funding for bands for families 
that could not afford them as well as provided 
training for his deputies to be able to locate 
these individuals if they were in distress. He 
also found resources to promote these two 
programs by having an Autism Patrol Car and 
the All Cancer Support Vehicle. 

Lt. Col Darr was also committed to reducing 
the recidivism rate at the Muscogee County 
Jail. 
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